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MEETING DATE: Monday, February 08, 2016 

LOCATION OF MEETING: Catholic Education Centre Training Room 

SUBJECT OF MEETING: Catholic Parent Involvement Committee 

TIME OF MEETING: 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, May 10, 2016, 11:30 – 1:00 p.m.  

 
ATTENDED BY:  

 ATTENDANCE PERSON  TITLE 

1.   Nicole Temple Ecole Ste-Marguerite Bourgeoys Parent Representative 

2.  
 Bev Derouard Ecole Ste-Marguerite Bourgeoys Parent Representative 

3.  
 Crystal Leighton Pope John Paul II School Parent Representative 

4.  
 

Bridgette Burt-
McDougall 

Pope John Paul II School Parent Representative 

5.  
 Lori Sellner Pope John Paul II School Parent Representative 

6.  
 Ashley Jacobson Pope John Paul II School Parent Representative 

7.   Heather Kasprick St. Thomas Aquinas H.S. Parent Representative 

8.   Trish Tacknyk St. Louis School Parent Representative 

9.   Leanne Eros St. John School Parent Representative 

10.   Trudy Cederwall Principal Representative 

11.   Phyllis Eikre Director of Education 

12.   Mary Cunningham Superintendent of Instructional Services 

13.   Anne Sweeney Trustee Representative 

 

 
1. Prayer – Phyllis Eikre opened the meeting with a meaningful prayer, bringing everyone into the presence 

of the Lord. 

 

2. Correspondence – Nil  

 

3. SNAP Program – Cathy Lundin-Neill  

SNAP, which stands for Stop Now And Plan, is an evidence-based program which has been shown over the 

last 25 years to help children stay in school and out of trouble. The program is tailored to boys and girls ages 

6-11 who display aggressive or antisocial behaviours, or who have significant trouble with self-control and 

dealing appropriately with anger. SNAP teaches problem-solving strategies and self-regulation techniques to 

help children and their parents keep their problems small. The group includes 13 weekly sessions for children 

and their parents or caregiver. Boys and Girls groups are run separately, and enrollment is kept to a 

maximum of 7 children with two facilitators. The program is offered fall, winter and spring until August 2019.  
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The SNAP program at FIREFLY’s Kenora location is being funded by a federal ministry for a 5 year period as a 

research and evaluation study. This means that parents will be asked to assist in a number of questionnaires 

– at the beginning of group, the end of group, and each year after program completion – to gather 

information that may support the continued use of SNAP beyond the 5 year funding. Because there is a 

research component, the FIREFLY SNAP team will need to carefully assess each child’s eligibility and suitability 

for group. Even if your child does not qualify for group, they can still receive individual SNAP services. 

FIREFLY has partnered with the Kenora Catholic District School Board, Keewatin-Patricia District School Board,  

and the Ontario Provincial Police in this project. Partner agencies will be a source of referrals, help raise 

awareness and provide support to the SNAP program. Group sessions are offered in the fall, winter and 

spring and staff will work with families to assist with transportation and child care if needed. Involvement in 

the group is voluntary and there is no cost. KCDSB staff can refer any student to the program. Students are 

assigned to a counsellor who will follow-up with a parent or caregiver.  

SNAP Youth Leadership Services for students ages 12-17 who are graduates of the SNAP program can access 

the leadership services which provides additional support to help them deal with the emerging issues of 

adolescence. The first session will be offered in the Fall 2016.  

If you live in the Kenora area and feel that your family may benefit from the SNAP program, please call 

FIREFLY for an intake appointment (807-467-KIDS). For more information on the SNAP program or any other 

program at FIREFLY, please call Cathy Lundin-Neill at (807) 467-5535 ext. 2323 or visit 

www.stopnowandplan.com. 

 

4. FISH Professional Development – Mary Cunningham 

The FISH Program was offered approximately seven years ago to KCDSB support staff.   

We are excited to be bringing back the FISH people for a presentation to all system staff on Monday, April 

25th, Professional Development Day for a full day presentation.  In addition, we will be hosting a parent 

evening session sponsored by the CPIC Committee from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 

The FISH philosophy was inspired by a business that is world famous for its incredible energy and 

commitment to service at the Pike Place Fish Market in Seattle Washington using four simple practices that 

help bring new energy and commitment to their work: choosing your own attitude, playing at work, making 

someone’s day and being present.  

Organizations around the world are using the FISH philosophy to: 

 Provide amazing service that makes customers want to come back again and again. 

 Building a culture where employees love to give their best every day. 

 Build effective leaders who inspire through their example. 

 Improve teamwork and build trust.  

We are in the planning stages, watch for additional information as it becomes available.  Committee 

members asked to promote the evening session with their school councils.  

 

 

 

http://www.stopnowandplan.com/
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5. Artists in Residence – Tammy Bush 

Kenora Catholic DSB is fortunate to be involved with the Ontario Arts Council and received funding for our 

elementary schools Kindergarten to Grade 6. Three local artists: Holly Friesen - art, Erin McQuaig - dance and 

Olivia Whidden – vocal, bring expertise to various classes through the artist in residence program.  Teachers 

applied to participate with project ideas and some are: mosaic, mural, five choirs, and dance. Lake of the 

Woods Arts Community (LOWAC) to co-host a free family arts event on Saturday, April 16th, 1:00 – 4:00 PM, 

that will offer workshops for kids and families to work together on a variety of projects.  The funding covers 

fees for supplies and artists.  There will be a lot of workshops to choose from: dance, music, pottery, mosaic, 

drums, etc.   We are looking for community sponsors for snacks. Inviting Triple Play to participate for familes 

that might not have the resources and want to further explore an area of art.  

Watch for additional information as it becomes available.  Committee members asked to promote the 

evening session with their school councils 

 

 

6. Kindergarten Registration – Tammy Bush, Trina Henley 

November 2015 KCDSB launched a contest inviting people to share their favorite memory from 

Kindergarten! The KCDSB team had a great time reading all the submissions. There were so many 

wonderful funny memories that were shared. Check out KCDSB website for the winners and their 

memories.  

 

On January 11th the KCDSB team had a very exciting day.  The team hosted an exclusive première 

viewing of the board's new video entitled 'How to Grow Graduates:  It All Begins in Kindergarten' to a 

room crowded with students, parents, KCDSB staff members and members of the media.  Many 

students who were profiled in the video attended the première with their parents and watched the 

video for the first time together.    

It was important to the board to create a video that stepped away from 'selling' programs and services 

and focused on celebrating the experience of Kindergarten through the eyes of many different people.  

The video is completely unscripted and showcases authentic student voice, friendships and lessons 

learned in Kindergarten.   

Over 70 interviews were conducted in the creation of this video.  A very special thank you to everyone 

who participated in this process.  A very special thank you to Matt Kennedy and the Overdrive Design 

Lab team for their creativity and vision in the making of this video.  The video was played for the 

committee. 
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Tammy and Trina asked the committee: 

How did you hear about kindergarten registration? 

Committee members responded: through signage in the schools, advertisement in restaurants, KCDSB 

Facebook page and school home notes.  Also heard Welcome To Kindergarten advertisement on local 

radio station at the same time as registration information. Members suggested the schools have a spring 

information session for kindergarten students and families to attend.  

 

Additional advertisements were on KCDSB website, Welcome to Kindergarten events, mail insert sent to 

Kenora residents, poster in schools and each school developed their own message promoting through 

social media.  

 

What are we not communicating to you? What are some things you would like to know about KCDSB 

schools?  

At time of registration, parents would like to know what programs their child will be introduced to as 

their child grows and moves into the higher grades.  

 

Please share Kingergarten Registration with your school council and provide feedback to help Tammy 

Bush and/or Trina Henley as they plan future Kindergarten registration.  

 

 

7. Next Meeting:  Tuesday, May 10, 2016  at 11:30 a.m., Catholic Education Centre 

 

 


